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SUBJECT: BERLIN CDU LEADER KIDNAPPED: PAN AM POSITION 
ON PROVIDING TRANSPORTATION FOR BAADER-MEINHOF 
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GROUP 

REF: USBERLIN 378 

1. SUMMARY: ALTHOUGH PAN AM GERMANY APPEARS TO HAVE 
RECOMMENDED THAT PAN AM SUPPLY BOEING 707 TO TAKE 
BAADER-MEINHOF GROUP OUT OF BERLIN, PAN AM 
HEADQUARTERS NEW YORK HAS DECLINED ON GROUNDS OF 
UNAVAILABILITY OF BOEING 707. PAN AM 

NEW YORK WOULD UNDERTAKE FLIGHT ONLY IF DIRECTED TO DO 
SO BY USG. ONLY KNOWN DESTINATION WILLING TO RECEIVE 
KIDNAPPERS IS NORTH VIETNAM ACCORDING TO FRENCH REPORT. 

KEY DECISIONS ABOUT HOW TO CONTACT KIDNAPPERS ARE 
BEING MADE IN BONN AND BERLIN CRISIS GROUPS. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. FOLLOWING EMERGED IN REPEATED CONVERSATIONS 

WITH PAN AM DIRECTOR FOR GERMANY RUNNETTE AFTERNOON 
FEBRUARY 28. RUNNETTE FIRST CALLED TO SAY HE DID NOT 
MUCH LIKE IDEA OF PROVIDING AIR TRANSPORTATION AND 
THOUGHT IT WOULD BE PREFERABLE IF US AIR FORCE OR 
LUFTHANSA FILLED BREACH. HE SUBSEQUENTLY CALLED BACK 
ASKING FOR USG POSITION AND STATING THAT UPON RECONSIDERA- 
TION, HE WAS AGAINST LUFTHANSA TAKING ON THE RESPONSIBILITY 
WHEN PAN AM HAD BEEN THE LEADING AIRLINE IN TOWN FOR 
28 YEARS. AT THIS TIME PAN AM APPARENTLY GAVESENAT CHANCELLERY CHIEF 
HER IMPRESSION THEY WOULD BE WILLING TO PROVIDE 
A 707 WHILE PAN AM'S BERLIN DIRECTOR GALLAGHER TOLD 
MISOFF PAN AM WAS REQUESTING 707 FROM LONDON. SUBSEQUENTLY 
RUNNETTE SPOKE TO PAN AM NEW YORK WHICH REPLIED THEY 
WOULD PROVIDE TRANSPORT BY ONLY IF DIRECTED TO DO SO 
BY USG. PAN AM NEW YORK EXPLAINED PRINCIPAL REASON FOR 
TURNDOWN IS LACK OF AVAILABLE 707. ADDITIONAL REASON IS PAN AM 
NEW YORK DOES NOT BELIEVE THEY CAN FIND A 707 CREW 
WILLING TO UNDERTAKE FLIGHT. IT APPEARS THEREFORE THAT 
PAN AM BERLIN MADE COLLEGE TRY TO PROVIDE TRANSPORTATION 
BUT WAS TURNED DOWN BY HIGHER HEADQUARTERS FOR OPERATIONAL 
REASONS. PAN AM ASKED WHAT USG ATTITUDE WAS AND WAS 
TOLD BY MISSION IT WAS DECISION FOR PAN AM TO TAKE. 

COMMENT: RUNNETTE WAS PERFECTLY AWARE ALL ALONG PAN 
AM'S POSITION IN BERLIN WOULD HAVE BENEFITTED HAD THEY 
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TAKEN ON FLIGHT. 

3. RUNNETTE EXPRESSED REAL INTEREST WHEN MISOFF RAISED 
AS POSSIBILITY IDEA OF TAKING BAADER-MEINHOL GROUP AS 
FAR AS FRG FOR TRANSFER THERE TO DIFFERENT AIRCRAFT. 

SENAT HOWEVER HAS FROM BEGINNING MAINTAINED 

IT CANNOT NEGOTIATE KIDNAPPERS' DEMANDS WITHOUT RISKING 
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LORENZ' LIFE AND ONE KEY KIDNAPPER DEMAND IS AVAILABILITY OF 707. 
SENAT CONVINCED. HOWEVER, THAT STUTTGART PRISONERS CAN BE 
BROUGHT TO BERLIN WITHOUT SPECIAL CHARTER AIRCRAFT. 

4. FRENCH CLAIM TO HAVE LEARNED THAT KIDNAPPERS WERE 
TOLD THEY CAN LAND IN NORTH VIETNAM IF THEY ARE PREPARED 
TO WORK ON ROAD CONSTRUCTION. SYRIANS HAVE REFUSED TO 
RECEIVE GROUP ACCORDING TO FRENCH, AND NORTH KOREANS 
HAVE MADE NO RESPONSE TO WHATEVER INQUIRY THEY RECEIVED. 

5. OUR UNDERSTANDING AS OF 1830 FEBRUARY 28 IS THAT SENAT 

HAS RECEIVED OR WILL RECEIVE SHORTLY REFUSALS FROM PAN AM AND 
USG (REFTEL), AND OTHER ALLIED AIR FORCES, AND PROBABLY BY 
TWO BRITISH CHARTER COMPANIES 

AS WELL. FRENCH ARE AWAITING INSTRUCTIONS FROM PARIS. FURTHER 
DEVELOPMENTS, INCLUDING RENEWED SENAT 
REQUESTS, CAN BE ANTICIPATED AFTER CRISIS GROUP 
MEETING, NOW TAKING PLACE IN BONN AND BERLIN, 

BREAK-UP EARLY THIS EVENING. 

6. USCOB CONCURS. GEORGE 
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